Weekly Bulletin
Saturday 4th September, 2021
23rd Sunday of the Year (Vigil Mass)

	S. Mary Catholic Church, Birch Road, Barnard Castle
	S. Aidan Catholic Church, Middleton-in-Teesdale

	
	

	Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/smccbarnardcastle 
	Twitter:
@SMCCBarnardC



Parish Priest: 	Fr. Thomas Mason	barnardcastle.stmary@rcdhn.org.uk 
		01325 730191		07876 308657
Booking is still necessary for Mass – please call or text with your name, number of individuals, and a contact number.	07385 175872

Services this week:
	Day
	Time
	Location
	Celebration
	Intention

	Saturday 4th 
	6.30pm
	Barnard Castle
	23rd Sunday of the Year
	Pro Populo

	Sunday 5th 
	9.30am
	Gainford
	23rd Sunday of the Year
	Catholic Schools

	Sunday 5th
	11.30am
	Gainford (Ord.)
	14th Sunday after Trinity
	

	Tuesday 7th
	10am*
	Gainford
	
	

	Thursday 9th
	10am
	Barnard Castle
	S. Peter Claver
	

	Friday 10th 
	12noon
	Gainford (Ord.)
	
	Patience Waddilove – R.I.P.

	Friday 10th 
	6-7pm
	Barnard Castle
	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

	Saturday 11th 
	6.30pm
	Barnard Castle
	24th Sunday of the Year
	Pro Populo

	Sunday 12th 
	9.30am
	Gainford
	24th Sunday of the Year
	Pro Populo

	Sunday 12th
	11.30am
	Gainford (Ord.)
	15th Sunday after Trinity
	Neil Scott


*To book for parish Masses at Gainford, please text 07796 282216

Today’s rota: Stewards – Jane Roberts & Kim Wallace; Reader – Fiona Cooper
Next week: Stewards – Leanna Porter & Tracy Tallentire; Reader – Pat Estall
This Sunday’s Mass
First reading:		Isaiah 35:4-7
Responsorial psalm:	My soul give praise to the Lord (Psalm 145:7-10)
Second reading: 	James 2:1-5
Gospel acclamation:		Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus proclaimed the Good News of the kingdom and cured all kinds of sickness among the people. Alleluia.
Gospel:		Mark 7:31-37

Second Collection – our gardener, Denis, has decided to retire after many years of devoted service to the parish, we are having a second collection today to give him a gift showing our gratitude for all of his work.

Dear Friends,
Pope Francis has designated this as the ‘season of creation’ encouraging us to consider our place in the world and our impact on it. Along with Pope Benedict XVI he has developed the Church’s teaching on the importance of creation, and therefore of our care for it. We all hear messages about the environment from many sources; and we certainly can and should work with non-religious organisations to improve that environment, but for Christians there is a vitally important extra dimension. For us, the world is not simply the environment – it is creation. It is the work of God, something which he made and instructed us to care for.
We are part of that creation too, when we look at the world and the damage which humans have done to it, this is also reflected in the damage which we have done to other humans as well. The two are deeply connected. May we all reflect on how this world was created by God, was made by him to be ‘good’ (cf. Genesis chapter 1); this should put the world into a very different light for us, the world is valuable because it comes from God. We should treasure the world in the same way that we treasure gifts given to us by those whom we love deeply – because it is such a gift, given by the one we should love above all others: God.
With every blessing,
Fr. Thomas.
FOOD BANK
Although the Covid restrictions may be easing, the need for the Food Bank is as great as ever. Please be generous and leave your donations of food in the box at the back of church.
May God bless you.
Mass Intentions
If you would like Mass to be offered for a particular intention, there are envelopes at the back of church and on the table next to the exit. Please complete the details on the front and pass this to Fr. Thomas – if there is a particular date which you would like (e.g., a person’s anniversary), then do speak to him.
Social Space Survey
The P.P.C. are aware of the lack of social space at church, and are considering how best to respond to this. In order to understand the needs and wishes of the parish, we are conducting a survey. There are copies of a short questionnaire by both the entrance and exit doors – please can you take a copy and complete this and stick through the presbytery letter box. The P.P.C. will then consider how best to provide facilities which assist in building the community of the parish.
A Note about the Gift Aid Scheme, Planned Giving by Envelope or Standing Order
We have numbered envelopes available for weekly planned giving, or you can use our bank details to set up a monthly standing order.   
Gift Aid parishioners must notify the Parish Priest or Gift Aid Organiser if they cease to pay tax.  Tax reclaimed for a parishioner must not exceed the amount of tax paid by that parishioner in the tax year.  If a person ceases employment during a year, it may still be possible to claim tax as long as they have paid enough tax in the whole year.
Anyone who wishes to join the Gift Aid scheme and boost their donation by 25p for every £1 donated, then please leave your name and address with one of the stewards.  You will then be sent a Gift Aid Declaration form to complete, alternatively you can send an email to: smccbarnardcastle@gmail.com  requesting a Gift Aid Declaration form, parish bank details or a box of numbered envelopes.
