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Services this week:
	Day
	Time
	Location
	Celebration

	Saturday 14th
	6.30pm
	Barnard Castle
	5th Sunday of Easter

	Sunday 15th
	9.30am
	Gainford
	5th Sunday of Easter

	Sunday 15th
	11.30am
	Gainford (Ord.)
	5th Sunday of Easter

	Tuesday 17th
	10am
	Gainford
	Easter Feria

	Thursday 19th
	10am
	Barnard Castle
	S. Dunstan

	Friday 20th
	12noon
	Gainford (Ord.)
	S. Bernadine of Siena

	Friday 20th
	6-7pm
	Barnard Castle
	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

	Saturday 21st
	6.30pm
	Barnard Castle
	6th Sunday of Easter



This Sunday’s Mass

First reading:		Acts 14:21-27
Responsorial psalm:	I will bless your name for ever, O God my King - Psalm 144(145):8-13a
Second reading:		Apocalypse 21:1-5
Gospel acclamation:	I give you a new commandment: love one another just as I have loved you, says the Lord. John 13:3-4
Gospel:			John 13:31-33, 34-35

CONFESSIONS: after most Masses, by appointment, or:
Monday and Thursdays: 5.30-6pm Saturdays: 10-11am

Dear friends,
We have reflected on Christ’s presence among us in the Eucharist, and have seen that the Mass is structured to assist us prepare to receive him well. Looking at the way that the Mass does this can help us as we come to Mass week-by-week, so that we can have a more fruitful participation in the sacrifice being offered and a greater openness to the grace which God offers us in Holy Communion.
The Mass is divided into two major sections: the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. There is also a small preparatory section which comes before the Liturgy of the Word. That preparatory section has the aim of gathering the community together. We arrive at Mass as an array of individuals and families, but when we worship we become the congregation. On Sundays this often begins with an opening hymn or chant – these chants are often ancient and derived from the Psalms. When Mass is celebrated without singing, this is sometimes read by the Priest as he approaches the altar. The Priest greets the people with the words ‘the Lord be with you’, this greeting is used in the Bible a number of times (particularly when the person greeted was being given a mission). It shows that this is not merely a group of people but the gathering of the people of God. The penitential act or confession reminds us that when we come to God we need to do so with a pure heart – we recall our sins not to dwell on them, but to be freed from them by God’s mercy. On most Sundays and some feasts the hymn ‘glory to God in the highest’ is sung; this begins with those words sung by the angels at the birth of Christ, and has a strong theme of joy – it is put aside during the two penitential seasons of Advent and Lent when our joy is temporarily subdued.
Having gathered and prepared ourselves, the ‘Collect’ is prayed. This prayer is there to collect us together; it varies with the season or feast and often expresses the purpose of the particular celebration. We then hear from the word of God. This is a truly ancient practice going back even before the time of Christ. God has revealed himself to us in the Bible and it is a treasure for us to explore. Vatican II referred to these biblical readings as ‘rich fare’ at the ‘table of God’s word’ – we feed on them in our hearts and are nourished by them. But they are also part of the worship of God – in reading them we give thanks for the wonderful revelation of Scripture. The homily seeks to unpack some part of the readings or another element in the liturgy, this seeks to inform the Faithful and to assist them in their Christian lives. On Sundays and the greatest feasts we also praise God by proclaiming the central truths of the Faith by reciting the Nicene Creed. The prayers of the faithful may also be offered, these give us the chance to reflect on the needs of the world, and to entrust these needs to God.
These elements all seek to worship and honour God, but have that particular focus on preparing us to take the next step – to offer the Eucharist.
Fr. Thomas.
This Tuesday is the day of prayer for survivors of sexual abuse.
So many people have been deeply hurt by these terrible acts, we ask that God’s loving kindness would fill them and help them to overcome their wounds. May we always work to build a safe community where all are truly loved and cherished, and where none are exploited or violated.
Now is the month of Maying.
The month of May is dedicated to Our Lady, as our parish rejoices under her patronage, we should be particularly devoted to her. A lamp burns before her statue throughout the month. We should all consider how we can deepen our relationship with her during this month. A reminder that the Rosary is prayed before Mass each Thursday.
Prayers for Peace after Thursday Mass
In 1884 Pope Leo XIII ordered prayers to be said after low Mass (that is, Mass without singing and ceremonies) with the intention of the restoration of the people of Russia – given that at the time the term Russia would have been used to include Ukraine, these seem obvious prayers to use for the intention of peace in those lands. We now offer these prayers after Thursday low Mass with the intention of peace and justice in Ukraine and Russia. The prayers consist of saying the ‘Hail Mary’ three times, the ‘Hail Holy Queen’, and the prayer to S. Michael (a very appropriate Saint to invoke). For those who do not know the last prayer:
Holy Michael archangel,
defend us in the day of battle;
Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him we humbly pray,
and do thou, prince of the heavenly host,
by the power of God,
thrust down to hell Satan
and all wicked spirits who wander through the world
For the ruin of souls. Amen.
Bishop Robert will celebrate a Celebration of Marriage and Family Life Mass in the Cathedral on Saturday 21 May 2022 at 12:00pm.
This open invitation will focus on couples celebrating significant anniversaries in 2022 but is open to engaged couples preparing for marriage, those who have been married since our last Mass in 2021 and all married couples. We include those widowed and bereaved who were unable to visit wives and husbands in hospital and homes prior to their deaths. In these unprecedented times, we remember couples in crisis and individual adults and children experiencing difficulties and abuse in their family relationships. We wish all to know that no-one is forgotten and that the Sacramental life, despite our Covid experiences over the past two years, is very much alive and prayed for.
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Laudato Sí Week
Pope Francis invites Catholic communities around the world to participate in Laudato Sí Week 2022 from May 22-29. 
The weeklong global event will mark the seventh anniversary of Pope Francis' landmark encyclical on creation care and unite the world’s 1.3 billion Catholics to listen and respond to the cry of God’s creation. 
We will celebrate Laudato Sí week within our Diocese by holding a Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral at 7pm on Monday May 23.  Bishop Robert will preside at the Mass and Fr Chris Hughes will give the homily on hearing the cry of the poor and the earth.  Music will be provided by pupils from Sacred Heart High School, Fenham.  Everyone is welcome to attend this special Mass focusing on creation care.

Children’s Mass Sheets
We now have a supply of sheets each week with activities for children based on that week’s Mass. They are available at the back of church, and can be used by children during the service.

Celebrating the gifts of the Holy Spirit: A Mass for Pentecost 
Date: Saturday 28th May 2022 
Time: 1:00 pm 
Venue: 
The Cathedral Church of St Mary
Clayton Street West, Newcastle Upon Tyne,
NE1 5HH 

Other information: 
1:00 pm Praise and worship 
1:20 pm Mass 
After the Mass members of the Charismatic Diocesan Service of Communion will offer a Pentecost blessing.
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If you are celebrating a special anniversary and would like a
certificate, please scan the QR code or visit: bit.ly/3NTgjoC





http://bit.ly/3NTqjoC








